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Flag Customs 
 
The flag of New Zealand, also known as 
The New Zealand Ensign, has many 
customs associated with it, such as the 
flag should never touch anything be-
neath it, including the ground, the floor, 
water, or merchandise. It should never 
be carried flat or horizontally, but always 
aloft and free. 
 

Flags are flown at half-mast as a sign of 
mourning, respect, and distress. It is 
half masted by raising it to the top of the 
mast, then slowly lowering it to the half-
mast position. There is some disagree-
ment about what is meant by half-mast. 
Most people take the phrase literally 
and position the flag around halfway 
down the mast. However, others recom-
mend that a flag should only be lowered 
by one breadth of the longest side of the 
flag, to approximately a third from the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
top of the flagpole. 
 

The significance of a flag draped over a 
coffin is to honour the memory of mili-
tary members who have served in the 
forces. 
 

Flags are required to be flown at half-
mast till noon on Anzac Day, then raised 
to the masthead until sunset. It can be 
raised for other days of commemoration 
too, Queen’s Birthday, Waitangi Day, 
the Opening of Parliament, the visit of 
the Royal family, or the death of the 
Governor General or Past Governor 
General. 
 

The flag may be raised from sunrise to 
sunset. 
 

Maybe you learned some of these flag 
customs in Scouts, Guides, or Sea 
Scouts.  R H 

 

 The New Zealand Home Guard, 
1940-1943 
 

Recently two calico arm bands were donat-
ed to the museum by Noel Hingston, who 
said his father had worn them during World 
War 2, when he participated in the local 
Home Guard. 
 

The Home Guard existed from mid-1940 to 
December 1943.It was part of the Army in 
August 1941 and was formalized in early 
1942 and wound down in late 1943. At its 
peak it involved 123,000 men. 
 

It was established with the primary objec-
tive of defending New Zealand from the 
threat posed by Japan. Membership was 
initially voluntary, with the minimum age of 
15, but with no upper limit. From 1942 
membership was compulsory for those in 
the 35 to 50 age bracket. There were man-

datory evening parades and weekend end 
training, and if you didn’t turn up you were 
fined. The minimum amount of training 
was eight hours a month. 

 

One of the key responsibilities was the mis-
sion of destroying any infrastructure, partic-
ularly bridges, that could be used by invad-
ing Japanese forces. Farmers with experi-
ence from World War 1 were used to con-
struct beach obstacles such as barbed wire 
entanglements and to build concrete pill-
boxes. These were often the site of emer-
gency radios. A blackout was imposed and 
enforced by the Home Guard. 
 

At first Arm Bands were worn with civilian 
 

clothes to identify members of the Home 
Guard, and on Noel’s fathers’ bands were 
EPS meaning, Emergency Precautions 
Scheme; and NRT National Response 
Team. Proper uniforms were issued after a 
few months, as the immediate needs of the 
regular forces were satisfied. Special trains 
were laid on to rush the M1917 rifles and 
Browning Automatic Rifles to the units. 
 

Members who served for 28 days full-time 
or 6 months part-time were eligible for the 
New Zealand War Service Medal.  
 

Following the war, district Home Guard 
groups often formed social clubs and I 
know we had a Cricket Club in our district 
of Brunswick. At times some of the army 
type rules were a bit suspect, as I can re-
member my father talking of how they 
‘made-do’ with dried cowpats when they 
didn’t have hand grenades to throw. But 
the comradeship was good for the families 
and the community. R H 
 

. 

 

Men, eligible for the Home Guard, before their 
uniforms were issued, wearing arm bands. 

The Flag of New Zealand, with a blue field, with the Union Jack in the 
upper left hand corner, and four red stars, centered within four white 
stars, representing the Southern Cross constellation. 



 

    

 Blaze, the much-loved      
Clydesdale Dies 

 

You may have taken a ride around the 
streets of Foxton in the tram, pulled by 
Blaze the Clydesdale, as he has done 
this circuit for many years. Sadly, he 
recently died after battling cancer, 
which Clydesdales are prone to, with 
their white blaze and lower legs.  

 

Blaze, 14, could be seen around town 
or at Foxton’s events, where he took 
part in parades, weddings, and memori-
als, but the discovery of a skin tumour 
near his eye last year, was a concern.  
Foxton Clydesdales secretary, Jenny 
Lundie, had been caring for him on her 
farm, ensuring he received the best 
possible treatment from his local vet 
and the Massey University Equine Vet-
erinary Clinic. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
With another tumour likely to be in his 
leg and the chemotherapy beads that 
had been placed near his eye were not 
working, the next step was to inject a 
liquid into the area for acute treatment 
to the tumours. 

 

The Clydesdale was originally from 
Scotland and are a breed of draught 
horse which were used to work on 
farms, hauling carts of logs, coal and 
other heavy loads. 

 

They generally range in size from 162 
to 183 cm in height at the shoulder and 
can weigh as much as a tonne. 
   

So now his familiar clip, clop will no 
longer be heard, and visitors will miss 
that special treat, now not seen or ex-
perienced very often. R H 
 
 

 

The central North Island posed great 
challenges to rail-builders. The line be-
tween Auckland and Wellington was dis-
cussed as early as the 1860s. By 1880 
Auckland’s southern line reached Te 
Awamutu and there were isolated sec-
tions of line between Wellington and 
Wairarapa, and in Taranaki, Manawatu 
and Hawkes Bay. Further progress was 
blocked by rugged mountains, dense 
forests and the Maori stronghold of the 
King Country. Despite these challenges, 
exploratory survey work began in 1882. 
On April 15, 1885, politicians, and Maori 
leaders ‘turned the first sod’ near Te 
Awamutu. It would take 23 years to com-
plete the 680-kilometre line. 
 

Surveyors who were named for their 
work on the Main Trunk line were Peter 
Keller and his chainman, Charlie Wil-
liams; John Rochfort and Charles Wilson 
Hursthouse. Life was hard for the men 
who planned and built the North Island 
Main Trunk Line. The work was danger-
ous, and their makeshift shantytowns 
offered few comforts. In the winter of 
1908, it was recorded that continuous 
 

 
 
 

‘heavy rain, with occasional hail, sleet 
and snow, much fog, sticky, wet clay 
ground, and a tangled bed of wild  
undergrowth knitting together the forest 
giants, made a tough job for the survey-
ors, engineers and workers’. 
 

By 1904 the southern and northern sec-
tions reached Taumarunui and Taihape. 
The steep climb up to the Waimarino 
plateau was accomplished via the fa-
mous Raurimu Spiral, designed by R W 
Holmes, which featured two tunnels, 
three horse shoe curves and a complete 
circle.  
Towering steel viaducts bridged deep 
ravines at Makatote, Hapuawhenua, 
Managweka, Makohine and elsewhere. 
 

By May 1908 only the 24-kilometre gap 
between Makatote and Ohakune re-
mained. The Main Trunk Line was 
opened on the 6

th 
of November 1908, 

when Prime Minister Sir Joseph Ward 
drove home the final spike at Manga-
nuioteao. From February 1909 regular 
express trains linked Auckland and Wel-
lington. 
 

When you have traveled the Main Trunk 
Line in the comfort of a pad-
ded seat, relaxing with your 
newspaper and refresh-
ments, on the daylight train, 
have you ever given thought 
to the conditions the survey-
ors, engineers and labour 
force suffered, to complete 
the line? R H 

   A typical surveyors 
camp in the Central 

North Island. 

Enjoying a ride round Foxton on a summers day. 

The North Island Main Trunk Line 


